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Presentation of : via donau

Reason for this presentation

• Urgent need for commonly agreed distribution of 
ENCs as they are already available for parts of 
the Danube (DE, AT, HR, CS, RO)

• Distribution concept is part of DANewBE Data
• Via donau promised discussion paper to the

„Inland ECDIS Expert Group“
• Distribution problems in maritime fields are a 

vital problem for salt sea ECDIS
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Current ways of distribution

• Austrian way: Free provision of charts in the
internet (in S-57 format) – also in HR and RO

• Serbian way: Free provision of charts in the
internet (in 7cb format)

• German way: Distribution via companies in 
copy-protected format (7cb, SNC etc.) and share
of profit

Administration‘s view

• ENCs shall be brought to the vessels within very short
period.

• Viewers shall accept S-57 format.
• Charts provided free of charge by authorities shall not be

sold by companies.

• Only CCT (Command&Control Technolgies) is fully
accepting S-57 format, some others accept it as 
additional feature in applications (to be purchased
additionally)
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Viewer provider‘s view

• Almost no official data is available and companies have
to survive by producing data on their own.

• Research work in Standardization bodies is done with
huge efforts of private companies.

• Official data needs post-processing by companies
(merging of Austrian charts into one layer) � not any
more due to Inland ECDIS 1.02

• Additional information is provided in private charts

Need for discussion

• First step should be internal discussion on problems
• Common discussion with private application providers

should take place
• Solution should be found in order to fulfil both

requirements, public and private

Main user of charts is the skipper and therefore
solutions must be achieved!!!
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Possible solution in COMPRIS

• Proposal within SWP 3.2 in COMPRIS
• Solution for distributing longterm and shortterm ENCs 

serperately. 
• One layer containing longterm objects (changing not

frequently – e.g. every half a year) distributed as now
(internet, public-private way etc.)

• One layer containing shortterm objects (changing very
often) distibuted directly to the skippes (e.g. WLAN, AIS 
etc.)

• Shortterm objects are e.g. notice marks, buoys, 
restricted areas etc. – t.b.d.

Layertechnology

LongtermLongterm objectsobjects

ShorttermShortterm objectsobjects


